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two years' contract; and, in principle, the clauses of my contract protect me. But two years is quite a long time -more than they need to injure me for the rest of my life. And there are hundreds of things that a contract does not cover. If they make up their minds to persecute you ..."
Then she was afraid lest she might have betrayed too much anxiety. She forced a smile and assumed a tone of indifference, almost of rudeness.
<e You manager here ? It would take more than that to surprise theatre people. I suppose you know how to read and write ? Oh yes, of course, you were at school with Gurau. That's all right, then. Instead of you, it might have been a street chestnut-seller. I must say something about it to Marquis, just to see his face."
" No, no, please don't ! To begin with, it hasn't happened yet; and it's not in the least likely to happen, either. Besides, all that I have said to you is entirely between ourselves."
She treated him with a high hand. She had a sense of pride, of courage, which were unusual to her.
** Oh, but I beg your pardon, my dear sir ! You did not come here to confide in me ; you came here to threaten me. Don't let us make any mistake about that. It is for me to decide whether your threats impress me. But as for my feeling, so far as you are concerned, that I am under any obligation of secrecy or anything of the kind, you must be joking."
She paused to take breath, made her eyes flash and her bosom swell, and went on :
" As for myself, of course, I am in the habit of taking things calmly. But -when Gurau hears about your coining here, I've no idea what may happen."
" But he mustn't know about it! He mustn't know about it, I tell you 1 You're not going to be so foolish as all that. You may tell me, if you like, that I have been undiplomatic in the way in which I have put the position before you, that I have made a blunder. But I am only trying to do you a service-Gurau and yourself."

